PREFACE
This book is intended to present to the reader an impartial
collection of all relevant documents to enable one to study the issues
involved in the recent conversations that took place between
Mr jinnah and Mahatma Gandhi. Nothing has been omitted
from any desire to prevent a just conclusion being reached
by the reader or to tip the scales in favour of any particular view.
Writing a preface, however, one is at liberty to put down one's
own view of the matter. Since April 1942, I strove to find
a just and acceptable solution which would bring the Muslim League
and the Congress together and enable them jointly to assault the
Imperialist citadel. I have worked hard without fear or favour. I
have tried to understand the case of the Muslims and the case of the
Congress and to be just to both parties. This claim may not be
accepted either by the Muslim League leader or by the leaders of
Hindu communalists. But I believe that impartial judges will see
?ome justice in the claim.
At one time I felt that the Congress failed to see the reasonable-
ness and the restraint of the Muslim claim, and I fought hard and
persistently to make the Congress and Mahatma Gandhi perceive what
I felt was just in the demand of the League and what I was convinced
must be conceded in order to make any progress in the struggle for
Indian Independence. When in March 1943, Gandhiji accepted
my proposal I thought the battle was over. But then the position was
reversed and it was Mr Jinnah whose consent I could not get to the
only possible settlement conceivable in terms of the. Muslim League
demand,
It Would seem as if at the end of it, we "are exactly where we
were. But this is only the apparent position. In reality no sincere
and honest effort can be a waste. A just proposal for the recognition
ofthe rights of Muslims in the areas where they are in a majority, a
proper appreciation of the difficulties of the problem before us, a
discussion by the intelligentsia all over the country and a better
understanding of the solution offered is an advance in itself, although
the problem may for the time being remain unsettled for any reason
beyond our control.
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